


Better Ideas.
Sharper Results. 

That’s what
makes us the 
fi rm of choice 
for ambitious 

businesses and 
individuals.

2



I am honoured to be Senior Partner 
during such exciting times for Shorts. 

Proud of our 125 year heritage, the Shorts of 
today is a vibrant and growing fi rm. We offer an 
insightful and proactive approach, delivered by 
professionals with real quality, which is focused 
on ensuring our clients achieve their business and 
personal goals in the most tax effi cient manner.

Committed Chesterfi eld Champions and 
serious about growing our presence in 
Sheffi eld, I genuinely believe that there 
is no fi rm better placed locally to advise 
ambitious businesses and individuals.   

I hope that you are impressed by the team 
that we have built at Shorts and invite you to 
play a part in the next chapter of our story.

Paul Beeson, Senior Partner
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ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Quality advice and service, whatever the size 
of your business

Our Approach
We get to know our clients in detail and 
take a real interest in the development 
of their business and its future strategy.  
This allows us to provide relevant and 
specific advice on a timely basis.

  Each client is allocated a specific partner/
director who is their key point of contact

  Our accounts partners are also 
experienced in providing tax advice and 
are well placed to advise businesses 
on all matters of relevance

  Where more complex issues arise, we 
have a variety and depth of specialisms 
within the firm which ensure our 
clients receive the very best advice  

  At all times the allocated partner/director 
will remain the key point of contact, 
ensuring continuity of service throughout

Audit
Our audit department is led by a team of 
partners with substantial experience at senior 
levels within PricewaterhouseCoopers.
In our view the key to providing a rigorous 
audit is the level of experience within 
the Audit team, rather than reliance 
upon complex audit methodologies. 

An audit from Shorts is therefore:

  Partner led

  More than just a box ticking exercise

  Directed towards key areas of 
subjectivity, bringing issues to 
management’s attention on a timely 
basis and resolving matters quickly

  Focused on adding value, whether 
through potential tax planning ideas 
or longer term strategic advice

Healthcare Services
As one of the founder members of AISMA 
we provide expert advice on the accounting, 
finance, taxation and pension issues 
facing doctors today. Our Healthcare team 
understand the complex issues affecting 
today’s healthcare professionals and strive 
to be seen as a valued part of your practice 
team. See page 8 for more information. 

Management Information
We provide business owners with unrivalled 
and meaningful management information 
on a regular and timely basis.  Clients are 
left with an in depth understanding of their 
businesses’ finances from which they can 
confidently make well informed strategic 
decisions. See page 9 for more information.

Other Services
  Bookkeeping

  Business start-up advice

  We are a SAGE accountant partner, 
allowing us to advise and install 
the right SAGE package for you

  The first gold Xero partner in the region

  Forensic accounting

  VAT compliance

  Fee protection insurance, and

  Payroll.  Our payroll bureau provides 
bespoke solutions to all our clients’ needs
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Friendly and approachable, Paul is popular 
with both colleagues and clients alike 
and has a large network of professional 
contacts within the business community.

Based at our Chesterfield office, Paul 
specialises in advising owner managed 
businesses and draws on his significant 
experience to provide commercial 
business advice, overseeing accounting, 
audit and tax services for businesses 
and companies of all sizes.

Greatly involved in the overall development 
of the firm, Paul was instrumental in our 
expansion into South Yorkshire with the 
opening of our original Sheffield office in 2002. 
He is delighted that  during his time as Senior 
Partner the firm has experienced significant 
growth, resulting in the recent redevelopment 
of our Chesterfield office and the opening 
of a prestigious larger office in Sheffield.

Paul Beeson

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Accountant and 
Registered Auditor

• Past President of the Sheffield 
and District Society of 
Chartered Accountants

• Former council member  of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in England  and Wales

• 25 years’ of experience in advising 
individuals and businesses

• Senior Partner

With Paul’s assistance, our 
business  has grown from 
£250k to over £2m.

Howard provides us with sensible 
business advice and is always 
thinking about minimising our tax bill.

Howard joined Shorts as a partner in 
2003 and has a varied client base made 
up of private companies, partnerships 
and sole traders ranging from small 
businesses to large groups.

Drawing on the experience gained 
through working for an international firm, 
Howard provides commercial business 
advice, providing accounting, audit 
and tax solutions for companies and 
businesses of all shapes and sizes.

Howard is one of a handful of professionals 
in the area who is both a Chartered 
Accountant and Chartered Tax Adviser. 
He is often involved in advising on 
business acquisitions and disposals and 
heads our forensic accounting work.

Howard Freeman

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Accountant and 
Registered Auditor

• Chartered Tax Adviser

• 11 years’ experience at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in their 
Audit and Advisory division

• Elected 2017 President of the 
Sheffield and District Society 
of Chartered Accountants
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Andy looks after many of our larger corporate 
clients for whom he closely monitors their 
accounting and taxation requirements.

Drawing on extensive experience 
gained from working for a ‘Big 4’ firm, 
Andy is ideally placed to manage and 
supervise larger assignments having 
worked for many years within the large 
company reporting environment.

As a Chartered Tax Adviser he actively 
identifies tax planning opportunities for 
clients and brings with him a technical 
expertise in audit and accounts 
presentation, a strong understanding of 
controls and a commercial outlook.

Andy Irvine

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Accountant and 
Registered Auditor

• Chartered Tax Adviser

• 13 years’ experience at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers within 
their Audit and Advisory division 
in the UK and overseas

• AISMA member

Andrew Heelin joined Shorts in 1974, 
and is currently one of Shorts’ longest 
serving employees. Having substantial 
accounts and audit experience, Andrew 
has looked after several generations 
of many of his oldest clients.

He has accrued vast experience 
over the years and has particular 
specialisms in the legal profession, 
building trade and motor dealerships.

In recognition of his standing and position 
within the firm, Andrew was appointed to 
the role of director in the autumn of 2012. 
He now supervises the planning and 
management of internal workflow for the 
accountancy practice as a whole, ensuring 
clients receive the highest possible service.

Andrew Heelin

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• 40 years’ audit and accounting 
experience with Shorts

• Manages the audits of the 
firm’s largest clients

• Specialist in the legal profession, the 
building trade and motor dealers

• Responsible for internal 
workflow management

Andy’s experience in advising 
large complex businesses has been 
reassuring to all our stakeholders.

Having substantial accounts and 
audit experience, Andrew has 
looked after several generations 
of many of his oldest clients.

6



CLIENT REVIEW

“Rollem has been using the services of Shorts for nearly 
50 years in the roles of auditing accountants, IT support, 
management support and strategic advice.  More 
recently, we have outsourced the management accounts 
function completely and very successfully.  I am always 
impressed by their commerciality, and how they are 
able to provide a seamless service which incorporates 
accounts, strategic advice, taxation and pensions.

Shorts work very well with us, as they are there 
when we need them with first class advice and 
in-depth resources for busy periods, and quietly 
and reassuringly in the background at other 
times.  I particularly admire the way that Shorts 
continue to develop their specialisms to ensure 
that their services to clients continue to be first 
class, comprehensive and totally supportive.”

ABOUT ROLLEM PATENT PRODUCTS LTD

Rollem is a byword for quality, productivity 
and reliability in print finishing machines.

SHORTS SERVICES

  Annual accounts and corporation tax
  Monthly MonitorPRO management accounts
  Corporate strategy
  Research and development tax relief 

claims on product development
  Patent box tax relief advice
  Strategic funding advice
  Lead adviser on transfer of 

property into pension fund
  Adviser to employee group pension scheme.
  Capital allowances reviewI am always impressed 

by their commerciality.
Colin Pears, Director

OUR CLIENTS
Rollem Patent Products Limited
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 PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Specialist in all aspects 
of GP practice finance

• 28 years’ experience of 
advising on complex issues and 
challenges facing practices

• Advising on practice 
acquisitions and mergers

• Expert knowledge of the NHS 
Superannuation Scheme

•  Actively involved in the creation 
and development of AISMA

Ceri Lewis

Ceri joined Shorts in January 2015, 
bringing 28 years’ experience of advising 
clients within the healthcare sector and a 
particular specialism in GP Practices.

She specialises in the provision of accounting, 
tax planning and advisory services to 
the healthcare industry and was actively 
involved in the creation and development 
of AISMA, (the Association of Independent 
Specialist Medical Accountants) in 1995.

Ceri’s appointment as Healthcare 
Director was a direct response to growth 
within the firm, and Shorts’ continued 
commitment to providing clients with 
the very best advice and service.

Our Approach
Shorts’ Healthcare team understand the 
complex issues affecting today’s healthcare 
professionals. Led by Ceri Lewis, our 
dedicated team has the knowledge and 
experience to provide you with high quality 
advice, delivered via a truly personal service.  
We develop long term relationships with our 
clients, becoming an integral part of your 
management team and are there to provide 
support that you can trust throughout the year.

AISMA Accountants         
As one of the founder members of AISMA 
(The Association of Independent Specialist 
Medical Accountants) we are able to provide 
expert advice on the accounting, finance, 
taxation and pension issues facing doctors 
today. Practices can be assured that to 
qualify as AISMA accountants, members 
must meet demanding requirements set by 
the Association and are regularly reviewed 
to ensure that standards are upheld.

Our services
Our team has a wealth of 
experience in providing: 

  Timely GP practice accounts, 
which accurately reflect the partners’ 
interests in the business

   Income tax projections and associated 
tax planning, ensuring payments are 
minimised and planned for well in advance

  Preparation of accurate annual certificates 
of pensionable profits and assistance with 
the NHS Superannuation Scheme for GPs

  Guidance on partnership agreements 
including clauses on incoming and 
outgoing partners, property, profit 
allocation, superannuation and taxation 

   Advice on property finance and structures, 
with strong links to potential funders

   Detailed support for practices 
regarding mergers and acquisitions

   Succession planning, partnership changes 
and partnership dispute resolutions

   Payroll services

   Bookkeeping assistance and advice

  IT support and guidance

   Inheritance tax and will planning

   VAT advice on partial exemption 
issues and compliance

Highly professional and efficient 
- a pleasure to work with.

HEALTHCARE SERVICES
Expert advice and personal service, tailored to the 
unique issues facing the healthcare sector
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MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
Monthly management figures produced 
to the same standard as the year end

Malcolm heads the Sheffield office 
and our management accounting 
offering.  Our office has more than 
quadrupled in size since opening in 
2002, and currently employs in region 
of 30 staff with 3 in-house partners.

Malcolm joined Shorts in 2000, was 
appointed partner in 2008, and has been 
shortlisted for young business personality of 
the year in two consecutive years. Malcolm 
is one of only a handful of professionals 
promoted to partner before the age of 30.

Over recent years, Malcolm has invested 
significant time in the development of 
MonitorPRO, and was responsible for the 
introduction of Xero ‘cloud’ accounting 
into the firm, demonstrating his clear 
understanding of the management 
accounting needs of his clients.

Malcolm Pope

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Accountant and 
Registered Auditor

• Appointed partner at the age of 29

• Driving force behind the 
development of MonitorPRO

• Instrumental in achieving Shorts’ Gold 
status of Xero ‘cloud’ accounting

Malcolm has helped me understand 
my finances fully and make better 
decisions on a regular basis.

Our Approach
We place emphasis on providing business 
owners with meaningful management 
accounts on a regular and timely basis, 
enabling them to confidently make 
well informed strategic decisions.

To deliver this promise, we combine the latest 
technology with innovative management 
reporting and in-depth discussions with 
management on business performance.  
The result is a bespoke solution, producing 
monthly figures to the same standard as 
the year end which we use to provide the 
very best advice throughout the year.

Xero
Xero provides access to real-time financial 
information anywhere you can obtain an 
internet connection, from your iphone / ipad 
and android devices.  It also offers us the 
opportunity to see how your business is 
performing throughout the year, maximising 
the chances to identify tax-saving 
opportunities and minimising the amount of 
cash which has to leave your business. 

Shorts were the first gold Xero partners in the 
Chesterfield and Sheffield area and can help 
transfer your accounts onto Xero, providing 
all of the necessary training you will require.    

Feedback from clients shows Xero is much 
more intuitive than traditional accountancy 
software, enabling you to maintain 
business accounts with minimum effort.

MonitorPRO
MonitorPRO has been developed to 
meet the growing need for business 
managers, owners and other stakeholders 
to understand and control their business 
finances in a timely manner through 
regular management reporting.

Historically, obtaining the information 
required to manage the finances of a 
business effectively has been costly and 
time-consuming.  MonitorPRO solves this 
by producing clear and tailored summaries, 
whilst maintaining the ability to drill down 
into detail when required. MonitorPRO 
is based on the UK’s leading software 
package, Sage, but can be used with most 
computerised accounting systems.

9



BUSINESS TAX SERVICES
High quality strategic and proactive tax advice

Our approach
At Shorts relevant tax planning ideas 
are brought to our clients as a matter 
of course by a team of experts with 
the skills and experience to deliver. 

Our business tax team
Our tax team contains over ten Chartered 
Tax Advisers, the highest tax qualification 
available. This gives us considerably more 
than any other independent accountancy 
practice within the region.  We are 
therefore able to advise on the full range 
of business taxes.  This concentration of 
expertise gives us an unrivalled ability 
to provide comprehensive tax advice 
to businesses and their owners.  

Clients have a dedicated tax manager 
ensuring that regular contact with our 
experienced and highly qualified tax team will 
be available to them as a matter of course.

Tax advisory services
We strive to provide strategic, commercial 
and proactive tax advice underpinned by an 
understanding of the objectives of businesses 
and their owners.  By understanding a 
client’s long and short term objectives, 
we are able to develop an appropriate tax 
strategy which maximises the opportunities 
available.  We then use our quality, 
experience and commitment to service to 
deliver this advice professionally and clearly.

Bringing ideas to clients
Our service is proactive as a default.  
We commit to spend as much time as 
needed to understand our clients’ long 
term objectives, enabling us to provide 
the strategic tax advice that they require.  
Offering pre year-end tax planning reviews 
and tax health checks, we ensure that 
we identify opportunities to mitigate tax 
liabilities and relevant tax planning ideas. 

We regularly provide our clients with topical 
information through e-shots, social media, 
newsletters and seminars and actively 
review our client base to identify clients for 
whom particular advice/planning may be 
relevant. Our tax team has a large network 
of strategic contacts within the tax profession 
to ensure that we are aware of tax planning 
ideas that are relevant to our clients.

Innovation taxes group 
Our Innovation taxes group was formed 
to build on our track record of specialising 
in advising innovative businesses on 
optimising their tax position by enabling 
them to claim their full entitlement to 
Research & Development and Patent Box 

tax reliefs. We now have a dedicated team 
of professionals who truly specialise in 
advising innovative businesses on all related 
tax matters which has already successfully 
saved millions of pounds of tax for our 
clients. See page 12 for more information.
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Business tax planning areas

  Rewarding and incentivising owners and key staff, including:

• tax efficient cash extraction for shareholders

• share incentives for key staff

• tax efficient company pension contributions, and

• tax efficient non cash benefits.

  Tax efficient group structures including:

• ringfencing property and intellectual property assets and distinct businesses

• separating divisions to be sold/improve visibility

• incentivising different parts of the business, and

• property acquisitions and disposals.

  Minimising corporation tax including:

• Research & Development tax reliefs

• maximising tax relief on Property and Equipment, and

• Patent Box relief.

  Tax efficient business succession planning.

  Tax aspects of buying and selling businesses including:

• management buy outs

• entrepreneurs’ relief planning

• pre-sale business restructuring, and

• tax efficient transaction structures.

  VAT compliance and planning.

  HM Revenue & Customs enquiries and investigations.

  International taxes.

An innovative and modern approach to tax.
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Scott Burkinshaw

Scott joined Shorts after a decade of 
providing tax advice at international 
and other large accountancy fi rms.

A Chartered Tax Adviser, Scott focuses on 
providing proactive corporate and personal 
tax advice. By understanding the objectives 
of businesses and their owners, Scott is 
able to draw on his extensive experience 
to advise on the most tax effi cient ways to 
achieve their short and long term aims.

Prior to joining Shorts, Scott was RSM Tenon’s 
head of Corporate Tax for Yorkshire, and was 
a member of their Research and Development 
tax relief and international tax teams. He 
also has signifi cant experience of advising 
on business disposals and acquisitions.

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
We specialise in advising companies of all sizes on how
they can optimise the R&D tax reliefs available

Overview
Research and Development tax reliefs 
were introduced to incentivise companies 
to innovate.  Our tax team has a wealth 
of experience advising companies on all 
aspects of claiming the reliefs and Shorts 
have dealt with hundreds of claims and 
saved companies millions of pounds.

Despite common misconceptions, claims 
are not limited to research by technicians 
in laboratories and are potentially available 
to any company seeking the resolution of 
scientifi c or technological uncertainties.

In our experience, claims are often overlooked 
because business owners overestimate the 
level of innovation required to claim.  We will 
quickly and concisely assess your company’s 
eligibility and provide a framework within 
which your claim will proceed.  Our close 
working relationship with HM Revenue & 
Customs allows us to discuss your claim 
upfront if necessary, giving as much certainty 
upon the outcome as possible.  This highly 
professional service delivers real tax savings 
with a fair and transparent fee structure.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Tax Adviser

• Former Associate Director 
at RSM Tenon

• 15 years’ experience 
working in high profi le 
accountancy practices

• Expert on Research and 
Development tax claims

• Signifi cant experience of 
transactional taxes

Scott ’s knowledge of the tax 
system is hugely impress ive.
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SHORTS’ SERVICES

 Developed understanding of company 
products and processes

 Liaised with technical staff to 
identify qualifying activities

 Liaised with fi nancial staff to identify 
and quantify qualifying costs

 Ascertained the application of 
complex tax rules to WANdisco

 Drafted comprehensive claims for relief for 
submission to HM Revenue & Customs

Profess ionall y dea lt with 
the claims process .
Simon Martin, Fi nancial Controll er

CLIENT REVIEW

“Scott has provided very helpful tax advice to the 
company in the UK since it was established.

In 2011, using his knowledge of the company’s 
operations, he made it his business to ensure that the 
company was aware of, and claiming its full entitlement 
to, Research and Development Tax reliefs offered by the 
UK government to innovative businesses such as ours.

Using his expertise in this area, Scott has very 
professionally dealt with the claims process, leading 
a project to prepare and submit signifi cant claims to 
HMRC, which have been accepted without query.”

ABOUT WANDISCO INTERNATIONAL

WANdisco (Wide Area Network Distributed 
Computing) is a provider of enterprise-ready, non-stop 
software solutions that enable globally distributed 
organisations to meet today’s data challenges 
of secure storage, scalability and availability.

OUR CLIENTS
WANdisco International Limited

13



Andrew Grant

Business tax compliance services
  Our business tax compliance services are intended to ensure that:

• corporation tax returns are correct
• corporation tax liabilities are mitigated as far as possible, 

thereby retaining maximum cash in the business
• corporation tax liabilities are clearly explained to clients, and
• completion and submission of corporation tax returns occurs in a timely manner.

  The majority of our clients’ corporation tax returns are submitted at the same 
time as, or shortly after, the completion of their accounts. We aim to do this 
with minimum disruption to businesses by dealing with compliance issues 
as soon as possible and completing the work as quickly as we can.

  This also enables us to understand the tax affairs of the business 
to allow a tax planning strategy to be formulated.

Efficiently prepared and submitted our tax return.
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Andrew Grant

VAT Advisory Department
The complex rules of VAT affects every 
company, individual and partnership on a 
daily basis. However, it is our experience 
that VAT remains the least understood of 
all of the taxes.  That is why we set up our 
specialist advisory department, which is there 
to help guide both individuals and businesses 
through the maze of VAT legislation.

Our qualified team help with all areas of VAT 
from relatively basic issues such as initial 
registration, the completion and submission 
of returns and advice on how to correct errors 
and mistakes, through to more complex issues 
such as assessments, control visits, cross 
border transactions and DIY house builds.

We have extensive experience of providing 
VAT planning advice on commercial 
property transactions and have a proven 
track record in helping our clients structure 
these to minimise the overall VAT take.

VAT
Helping individuals and businesses through 
the complex maze of legislation

Andrew joined Shorts in 2002 and is one 
of only a handful of Chartered Tax Advisers 
working within the UK Accountancy 
profession, who also hold qualifications 
with the Association of Tax Technicians 
and the Institute of Indirect Tax.

He works extensively in the corporate 
owner managed business sector, covering 
transactional taxes, company valuations 
and all areas of business and personal tax 
planning. He has substantial experience 
in the creation of share incentive 
schemes and maximising tax efficiency 
by reviewing corporate structures.

An expert in all areas of VAT, Andrew heads 
our VAT advisory team. His understanding 
of problem areas for businesses perfectly 
places him to cover all aspects, from 
common areas of mistake, to complex issues 
such as commercial property transactions 
where the VAT can be substantial.

Andrew’s detailed knowledge of tax 
legislation has also proven him a strong 
representative when dealing with HM 
Revenue & Customs enquiries.

Andrew Grant

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Tax Adviser

• Member of the Institute 
of Indirect Taxation

• Member of Society of Share 
and Business Valuers

• 10 years’ experience with 
HM Revenue & Customs

• VAT specialist

• Significant experience dealing 
successfully with HM Revenue 
& Customs’ enquiries

There aren’t many VAT specialists 
around with Andrew’s pedigree.
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PRIVATE CLIENT
High quality tax and financial advice

Our Approach
Our Private Client Service is market leading. 
By integrating advice across the separate but 
connected areas of investment management, 
estate planning, risk minimisation, tax 
mitigation and compliance we are able to 
offer our clients individually tailored, modern 
solutions to their wealth management needs. 

Our team includes;

  More Chartered Tax Advisers than 
any independent accountancy 
practice in the region

  3 Chartered Financial Planners. Shorts 
hold the highly acclaimed status of 
Chartered Financial Planners as a firm  

  Professionals with full membership and 
holding advanced qualifications with the 
Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners

  Individuals with legal qualifications 

  Advisers with a mix of tax and 
financial services qualifications

Shorts’ clients can be assured their 
affairs will be dealt with sensitively 
and with complete confidentiality.

Wills and Estates

By understanding the legal, financial and 
tax aspects of wills, our team can prepare 
bespoke wills for our clients and then review 
them at appropriate intervals. Many of our 
clients also find benefits in the appointment 
of our trust company, Short Trustees 
Limited, as an Executor and/or Trustee, 
particularly where we have a long-standing 
relationship with a client and their business.

See page 18 for more details.

Shorts Financial Services LLP 2 Ashgate Road, 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 4AA is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Shorts 
is a trading name of Shorts Financial Services LLP. 
Registered office as above. Company number OC307023. 
Shorts Financial Services LLP is a Limited Liability 
Partnership. The Financial Conduct Authority does not 
regulate taxation and trust advice and Will writing. 

Personal Tax Compliance
Our experienced personal tax team develop 
a detailed knowledge of their clients’ 
individual circumstances. We ensure 
that personal tax returns are completed 
accurately and are submitted on a timely 
basis, provide assurance that all relevant 
claims have been made and that our 
clients receive a clear and understandable 
explanation of their tax position.  

Private Client Planning
Shorts’ Private Client team embrace all aspects 
of tax planning for individuals and trustees. 
This includes income tax planning to fund 
education fees and inheritance tax planning for 
those disposing of a business to capital gains 
tax planning on the sale of a holiday home. Our 
team also has extensive knowledge of trust 
matters and can offer specialist knowledge to 
trustees, whether the trust fund be a financial 
investment or shares in a limited company.

Investments and Retirement

Shorts are Chartered Financial Planners; 
confirming the most rigorous criteria have 
been met for high professional qualifications 
and ethical good practice.  As independent 
financial advisers our range of services, 
includes investments, pensions and 
protection, and complements our Private 
Client planning. The close relationship  
between both teams ensures the highest 
standards of service for our clients.
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Chris joined Shorts in 1988 and was 
promoted to partner in 1995. In 1997 he 
was instrumental in the establishment 
of the financial services arm of the 
business, of which he is also a partner.

Chris leads our Private Client Services team, 
helping clients to protect their assets through 
effective tax planning and providing objective, 
tailor-made financial advice to individuals and 
business clients. Chris advises on Inheritance 
Tax matters involving tax-efficient trust and 
will structures, and is heavily involved with 
investment, pensions and protection matters.

Through his qualifications, breadth of 
knowledge and experience Chris, in 
conjunction with his team, brings together 
a bespoke and fully integrated Private 
Client solution for his clients; which include 
individuals, trustees and business owners.

A particular specialism Chris has developed 
over the last 10 years has been assisting 
business owners acquire their trading 
premises through SIPP property purchase.

Chris Chambers

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Tax Adviser

• Chartered Financial Planner

• 4 years’ experience with both 
HMRC and Grant Thornton

• Over 30 years spent advising 
on tax mitigation

When there’s a deal to be done, 
you can rely on Chris to fight 
your corner.

Simon joined Shorts in 1997 to assist 
in the development and growth of the 
financial services arm of the firm.

Simon’s work involves providing clients 
with tailor-made and objective independent 
financial advice and he works closely with 
them to produce personal investment 
strategies based on their requirements.

Simon also provides advice on 
investments which aim to minimise 
inheritance tax and helps individuals 
effectively plan for their retirement.

Simon Hollin

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Financial Planner

• Associate of the Personal 
Finance Society

• Over 25 years’ experience in 
pensions, investments and protection

I have always had total confidence 
in Simon’s advice and guidance.
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Tax Adviser

• Advanced Financial 
Planning Certificate

• Full membership of and 
advanced qualifications 
with the Society of Trusts 
and Estate Practitioners

• 13 years’ experience 
with Grant Thornton

• 5 years’ experience 
working within the financial 
services profession

• Member of ICAEW Inheritance 
Tax and Trust working group

Rachael Dronfield

Prior to joining Shorts, Rachael gained 
13 years’ experience with Grant Thornton. 
Widely acknowledged as one of the leading 
Private Client advisers in the region, Rachael 
has considerable technical knowledge 
and experience on will planning and trust 
matters, specialising in inheritance tax 
reliefs for business owners and farmers.

Rachael is a Chartered Tax Adviser, 
with an advanced qualification and full 
membership of the Society of Trusts and 
Estate Practitioners. Coupled with the 
advanced financial planning certificate, she 
is perfectly placed to advise individuals 
and trustees on tax planning opportunities, 
estate planning and investment strategies.

Rachael’s appointment as private client 
director in January 2014, was a direct 
response to the growth experienced 
within the inheritance tax and financial 
planning sectors, and Shorts’ commitment 
to strengthening our Private Client team 
of Wealth Planners and Tax Advisers.

Widely acknowledged as one 
of the leading private client 
advisers in the region.

WILLS & TRUSTS
Tax and legally qualified advisers dedicated to looking 
after the personal and business interests of our clients

Overview
Whether or not you consider yourself to be 
wealthy, it is important to make a will as the 
distribution of your estate will be determined 
by law if you die without one, and this may 
not be in accordance with your wishes.

Trusts which can be included in wills 
offer a flexible solution to managing 
assets such as land, buildings or 
investments on behalf of beneficiaries.

By carefully structuring wills and trusts we 
can meet an individual’s objectives.  These 
usually include succession planning, control 
and protection of assets, tax planning for the 
individual and future generations and the 
ability to make changes as and when required.

Combining wills and trusts often brings 
ideas to the discussion which may not 
have been previously considered. For 
those individuals who also look to us for 
independent financial advice, personal tax 
advice, or are an existing Audit or Accounts 
client, our service integrates perfectly

Although it might be considered unusual for 
an accountancy practice to offer wills and 
trusts, we see this as a natural combination 
to offer private clients.  We invest the time to 
gain a deeper understanding of their needs 
and objectives, often through many years of 
acting for that individual, which allows us to 
provide the most appropriate solution and 
then to review it at appropriate intervals.
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“We have trusted Shorts for many years to look after 
our affairs, so when we decided to purchase new 
business premises through our pension scheme, 
we had no hesitation contacting them for advice. 

Firstly, they undertook a thorough review of our 
personal and business interests and whilst doing 
so, identified where our business success was 
also potentially jeopardising our inheritance tax 
position.  Shorts’ knowledge and expertise quickly 
identified a suitable solution and provided confidence 
that similar problems will not now reoccur.”  

SHORTS’ SERVICES

 Property purchase through pension scheme
 Share reorganisation
 Education fees planning
 Wills and trusts put into place

“We became Shorts’ clients when looking for assistance 
with our annual Accounts and were introduced to 
the Private Client team quite early in our working 
relationship.  They carefully and patiently listened 
to our requirements and concerns, and we very 
quickly knew that our interests were in good hands.

We initially thought that the complexity of our 
family’s affairs would require long term planning 
but Shorts’ practical guidance provided us with 
valuable planning ideas that we were able to 
implement immediately.  Their recommendations 
have provided us with a clear strategy to simplify 
our position and meet our long term objectives.”  

SHORTS’ SERVICES
 Corporate restructuring
 Inheritance tax planning
 Various trust matters

OUR CLIENTS
Direct Track Solutions Ltd and Sheaf Motors Ltd

Their knowledge and 
expertise quickly identified 
a suitable solution.
Mr and Mrs M Southwell

Very quickly we knew 
that our interests 
were in good hands.
Julia Procter
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Andy Ryder

Our Approach
At Shorts, we build long term relationships 
with our clients, working as trusted advisers 
throughout the life cycle of a business, 
focusing on more than just the deal.

Whether it is advice on an acquisition, 
Management Buy Out (MBO), fundraising or 
disposal we view the transaction as only one 
element in your relationship with Shorts.

We invest in looking after our clients properly 
by giving them friendly, honest advice 
focused on delivering the best solution. 
With careful planning, we will ensure we 
understand not just the potential transaction 
but more importantly your personal and 
business objectives.  In this way, we 
deliver not only an efficient transaction 
but also maximise long term value.

Our team have worked in top 10 accounting 
firms, industry and commercial banking 
gaining knowledge from working with 
companies across a wide range of sectors 
and deal sizes.  This allows us to bring 
significant commercial expertise to help you 
make well informed strategic decisions.

Due Diligence
We also have extensive experience 
of providing tailored and commercially 
focused Due Diligence reports to banks, 
venture capitalists, public sector bodies and 
acquisitive companies.  Our partners have 
undertaken assignments on many complex 
businesses, delivering quality reports 
within tight deadlines. We are therefore 
ideally placed to provide Due Diligence 
support however large or small the deal. 

Fully integrated advice 
and support
TransACTION+ is focused on ensuring we 
provide clients with a fully integrated service 
involving Accounts, Tax and Private Client 
as appropriate, regularly delivering multi-
disciplinary advisory solutions to clients.

The Corporate Finance team work hand in 
hand with all other service lines of the firm.  
By putting our clients’ long term objectives at 
the centre of everything we do and utilising 
the whole of Shorts’ expertise throughout the 
process, we add value to our client throughout 
all stages of a Corporate Finance transaction.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE

• Chartered Accountant

• Holder of ICAEW Corporate 
Finance qualification

• 14 years’ experience at 
BDO (formerly PKF)

• Extensive experience in all 
aspects of Corporate Finance, 
Lead Advisory and Due Diligence

Andy joined Shorts as a partner in 2014 
following 14 years’ experience working for 
BDO (formerly PKF). Latterly, as head of 
business support services in Yorkshire, 
he was focused on providing strategic 
advice to owner managed businesses.

Andy has significant experience of all 
aspects of Corporate Finance.  He has 
advised management teams in Buy Out 
transactions across a range of sectors and 
deal sizes from <£1m up to £50m, and 
advised clients in raising debt, equity and 
mezzanine finance.  He has also assisted 
shareholders with exit strategy, leading to 
disposals to acquisitive companies, PLCs, 
individuals, Management Buy Out teams 
and Management Buy In candidates.

He has undertaken Due Diligence 
assignments for banks, public sector 
bodies, venture capitalists and acquisitive 
companies, reporting on Companies 
with turnover up to £100m.

Andy also looks after a growing portfolio 
of owner managed businesses using 
his commercial experience to help them 
make considered strategic decisions.

Down to earth strategic 
advice you can trust.

CORPORATE FINANCE
A fully integrated approach 
to meeting your objectives
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Really impressed with 
the Shorts’ deal team.
Jim Booth, Managing Director

OUR CLIENTS
Motus Traffic Limited

CLIENT REVIEW

“Shorts were first recommended to us by our bank 
manager, who was concerned we weren’t getting 
quality advice from our existing advisers. Over the 
following years Andy Irvine has developed a thorough 
understanding of our business and has provided 
candid strategic advice as we have grown. I value the 
insights and counsel Andy has been able to provide 
and see Shorts very much as our trusted advisers.

We recently acquired the Traffic Systems 
Co-operative and I am certain the transaction would 
not have been successful without Shorts’ assistance. 
Andy Irvine introduced us to his deal team, with 
Andy Ryder acting as lead adviser on the deal and 
tax advice being provided by Andrew Grant. To be 
honest it was complicated having so many Andys 
to talk to! But that aside we were really impressed 
with the Shorts’ deal team: Andy Ryder was readily 
accessible throughout the project, managing the 
transaction and co-ordinating the lawyers and lenders. 
His knowledge of the funding market enabled us to 
secure an enhanced and more appropriate funding 
package to fund both the acquisition and to support 

our future growth plans. The nature of the transaction 
brought about some complex tax issues, which the 
Shorts’ tax team dealt with swiftly, professionally and 
without any added drama. Post transaction we have 
found it to be of real benefit that both Andys (Irvine 
and Ryder) have remained closely involved with 
Motus, ensuring a continuity of advice and support.”

ABOUT MOTUS TRAFFIC LIMITED

Motus is a Sheffield based company which 
manufactures, supplies, installs and maintains 
traffic signal control technologies in both 
the urban and inter-urban markets.

SHORTS’ SERVICES

 Annual accounts and corporation tax
 Corporate strategy
 Research and development tax credits 

on product development
 Strategic funding advice
 Lead adviser on business acquisition
 Ongoing post-acquisition advice and support 
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Chris 
Chambers

Howard 
Freeman

Andy 
Irvine

Malcolm 
Pope

Andrew 
Grant

Scott 
Burkinshaw

Simon 
Hollin

Andy 
Ryder

Rachael 
Dronfield 

Ceri 
Lewis

Andrew 
Heelin

Paul 
Beeson

Accountancy Services

Corporate Finance

Business Taxes

Private Client

Chartered Tax Adviser

Chartered Accountant

Chartered Financial Planner

ICAEW Corporate Finance Qualifications

Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners

Advanced Financial Planning Certificate

Association of Taxation Technicians

Institute of Indirect Taxes

QUALIFICATIONS AND SERVICES
Quality and experience in depth

SERVICES

QUALIFICATIONS
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Chesterfield: 
2 Ashgate Road | Chesterfield 
S40 4AA | T: 01246 559955

Sheffield: 
Cedar House | 63 Napier Street 
Sheffield S11 8HA | T: 0114 2671617

www.shorts.uk.com
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Follow us on Facebook

@Shorts1890

Find us on LinkedIn
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